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Coming Events

Sept 9:
Training Day at
Long Pond

Sept 15 & 16:
SPRING TEST

President’s Message:
August Training Day saw continuations of the Trained Retrieve and a couple 
new puppies in our midst.  Menotti’s brought Case (GWP) for socialization 
and exploration.  Case is doing some nice track work already and has made 
friends with Kendrick.  Unfortunately Cheri was not able to make it with her 
new puppy Twist, but a littermate brought a potential new member to our 
chapter.  Field work continues for some, as they get ready for the upcoming 
Fall Test.  We have one more chapter training day before the Test, on Septem-
ber 9th.  

Our Web-Master Mike Hubenthal is working on our website.  He has asked 
for feedback from the Chapter as to what they would like to see or offer sug-
gestions.   

Again, a reminder: We may have some shirts and hats left from our spring or-
der.  Please see Michele Bowen at the next training day.  We have some new 
colors to choose from.  

Our Fall Test is just around the corner.  We want to remind everyone in the 
chapter that we will need volunteers to help make this test happen: gunners, 
planters, throwers, lunches, etc.In addition, we could use a volunteer to pick 
up the birds at our supplier in Batavia to save us the expense of delivery, gas 
would be reimbursed.  Please let us know if someone is interested.

Test dates:  Spring: May 19 & 20     Fall: September 15 & 16.
Training days are as follows: 3/25 at Lawton’s Farm, 4/22 at Long Pond, 
5/13, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19, and lastly 9/09.   These dates are already posted on our 
web-site for reference, along with directions and the local weather report.

Fall Test:  Dan Kremers, our Test Secretary, reports that there have been con-
tinuous change-ups in the roster of applicants.  Please check with Dan for the 
latest status of entrants as it changes by the day.     

Special Summer Seminar:  We are planning for a Summer Seminar for next 
year.  We’ll keep you posted as things develop.      
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Product Review:
Instead of a Product Review, this month we have a Training Article by Cheri Jackmin.  Cheri and her GSP 
Trace have been competing regularly in Obedience and Rally competitions….. 

That’s all there is to report for now.    
 
We’ll see you at the September 9th Training Day at Long Pond. 
 
Don

Teaching Beginning Heeling
 
Most people and dogs dread heeling- unless you have a Border Collie, it can be a frustrating, tedious drag for both 
the handler and the dog. It is hard to teach and perform well because it is a moving exercise.  That means the dog has 
to learn to stay in a position while moving- not an easy concept for most dogs. Obedience competition heeling is im-
pressive but far more exacting than NAVDHA folks need to make it through the heeling stakes on test day. But casual 
heeling is based on the same principals and is taught the same way.
 
Before teaching your dog any exercise you must find a reward that the dog will work for- treats, toys, bird wings- 
whatever builds excitement and motivation. Praise is great but not usually enough to really get the dog excited for the 
task. You can force (crank and yank) them to do what you want but the whole process is learned faster and better if 
you can make them want to do it!
 
Start by getting your dogs attention.  Your dog should know how to sit next to you (traditionally on the left but it 
doesn’t really matter) for a few moments before you start this.  Work in a quiet, low distractions, even boring place. 
Teach the dog a “watch me” or “look” command and reward the second they look up at you. Hold the reward next to 
your face if you can’t get them to look up at you. Build on a few seconds of watching until you can get 15-30 seconds 
of attentive watching. The dog needs to pay attention and watch you move in order to heel well.  And don’t worry – 
they will know how to look away and search for birds when you release them. Also do not be afraid to teach your dog 
to sit next to you. They are smart dogs and will know the difference between standing on point and sitting next to you 
when you pause the heeling.
 
When your dog can watch you for several seconds the next step towards heeling is to add forward motion with the 
dog in heel position. The handler takes a ½ step forward and the dog should pick his butt up and take that step too, 
then sit.  Lure w/ the reward if the dog won’t move forward. Only reward the dog in the heel position.  Repeat with 
another ½ step and reward.  Then a full step, reward, and so forth.  GO SLOW.  The biggest mistake is taking too 
many steps too quickly. Backtrack if the dog falls apart as steps are added.  It’s better to get 2-3 perfect heeling steps 
than 10 crappy ones. Have a reward party at the end of each short session. Work on this every day for 5 minutes – 
maybe at meal time(s) to force yourself to practice. Remember heeling goes to hell in a hurry with distractions- so 
add those slowly and at a distance at first.
 
Have patience- even the top competitors in obedience never stop working on heeling!

 







Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA
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2012 Dates
March
March 25: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 22: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 13: Training Day at Long Pond
May 19-20: Spring Test

June
June 17: Training Day at Long Pond

July
July 15: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 19: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 9: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 15-16: Fall Test
Sept 20-23: Invitational

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2012 AKC Events for NY and PA

Hunt tests:

Anthracite Brittany Club  9/22-23  Weatherly, PA
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  10/6-7  Weatherly, PA
GSP Club of the FInger Lakes 11/3-4  Montour Falls, NY

Field Trials: 
  
  Weim Club of Greater Cleavland 9/29  Polk, PA
 



NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.


