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Coming Events
September 12-15:
Invitational

September 15:
Training at Long
Pond
September 21-22:
FALL TEST

August 2013

President’s Message:
This month I am happy to report two training days, our family picnic at the Snyder’s
and the August training day at long pond. I will first however say thank you to Tom
and Sheila Snyder on behalf of all members for hosting this year’s family picnic!
There was a lot involved in preparing for this event and the Snyder’s effort and generosity is appreciated by all. We couldn’t have asked for a better day. The weather
was perfect and there was a great turn out with some new faces. Tom had two fields
to use, one was set up for puppies and the other for more advanced dogs. Folks who
had puppies could use Tom’s homing pigeons in launchers and there were Chukar
available for Utility dogs. Behind the field site, some people took advantage of the
pond to let their dogs cool off or become acquainted with a new body of water. We
took a break for lunch at noon which was a fantastic spread of burgers, homemade
salads, and deserts, and continued our training afterward. Tom had healing stakes
set up at the pond near the house along with a variety of bumpers. A group of puppies took turns swimming for tossed bumpers and we replicated the remain by blind
sequence for the UT dogs. A few of us set up the Hendricks’ wingers for a double
mark retrieve followed by honoring at the blind for Invitational training. As the day
came to an end, we were reminded once again that there is more to NAVHDA than
dog training. The camaraderie we share as a group is part of what makes this chapter
so great!
Our August 18 training day was also well attended. Although I had to leave early, I
was able to walk in the field and talk with some new members. There was a focus
by many on training for upcoming tests. Pam helped Dave and Benton prepare for
the Natural Ability test by laying some tracks with dead Chukar. Although a live
pheasant is used in the test, a dead bird drag is a good way to practice a track. The
dog is able to follow scent and break cover, ultimately finding a dead bird on the
other end for a reward. Piper and I joined Pam and Fin in the field for some backing
work which went well despite the tall grass and thick cover. Larry worked with the
Mastriano’s and their Shorthair on force fetch with continuing progress, and Evan
did some field work with attention to Utility training. As the Invitational approaches,
Tim and John concentrated on bird exposure and honoring in the field.

A training subject that has been brought up at the past few training days is the use of homing pigeons and a means
of keeping them. Homing pigeons are invaluable for training a bird dog. They can be used in multiple situations in
the yard or field to achieve positive results. A puppy will benefit greatly by bird exposure in a controlled setting. One
way to do this is by planting homing pigeons in remote launchers, allowing your pup to establish point, and popping
the bird as soon as your dog breaks its point. The dog learns that by moving after establishing point, the bird fly’s off
resulting in no reward. You are basically replicating a wild bird situation and using birds that will be re-used over and
over again. Training a dog to be steady to wing, shot, and fall can be accomplished in the yard with homing pigeons.
When your dog is stoping at whoa consistently, you can take walks with a bird bag full of homers tossing one every
now and then. At the same time that your dog sees the bird in flight, a whoa command and a nick with the e-collar
will get him stopping on his own at the sight of a flying bird. Homing pigeons are a great resource in every step of the
training process. They are inexpensive, re-usable, and don’t require a lot of maintenance. A simple loft can be built
in a couple days and provide years of use by your flock of homers. Many loft plans can be found online but a simple
structure that is critter proof, has shelves for nesting, and has a trap door system will do just fine. A bob style door
can be found at most bird dog supply companies such as Lion Country Supply for under twenty dollars. As for birds
to begin establishing a flock, many club members cull birds from their own flock throughout the year and would be
happy to give a mating pair away. If you are training within five or ten miles from your house, barn pigeons work
very well. Catching young pigeons and keeping them in your loft until they successfully hatch young will usually
insure that they call your loft their new home. I have had a flock of barn pigeons for six years now and have had
great luck with them. Before hunting season begins, you may want to consider building a loft in preparation for next
springs training. We would be happy to help you get started!
Invitational
This years Invitational is being held at Mingo Sportsman’s Club near Bloomingdale Ohio September 12-15. We have
two chapter members traveling to Ohio to test dogs this year. Tim Lewis with his dog Ruger, and Larry Lawton with
John Lupo’s Dog Addy. Training a dog for the Invitational is a huge commitment both physically, and financially.
Tim, Larry and John have been training diligently all spring and summer for this event and we wish them the best of
luck!
Training Day (Sept. 15)
Our next training day, and last of the season will be Sunday September 15 at the Long Pond site. Plan on bringing
birds if you have them as there may not be any available for purchase. The September training day will be a great opportunity to get together with the group one last time prior to test weekend. For those testing, it could be an advantage
to expose your dog to a crowd and train with a number of people. We hope to see you all there!
Fall Test (Sept. 21, 22)
The latest report from Dan is that we have 4 Utility dogs and 12 Natural Ability dogs entered in our fall test with 2
NA dogs officially on the waiting list. These numbers could change between now and test day so we will keep you up
to date. All handlers will receive more information from Dan a few days prior to the test verifying the test schedule.
Gradyn

BRAGS!!
Congrats to Cheri Jackmin and Crystal’s Blackberry Twist, “Twist”. They tested NA at the Hickory Run chapter
August 25th and received a Prize I, 112 points!!

Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA
Calendar of Events 2013

2013 Dates
March
March 24: Training Day
Lawton’s Farm
2013 AKC Events for NY and PA

Hunt tests:
GSP Club of Western NY
Sleepy Hollow GSP Club
Anthracite Brittany Club		
Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club
Weimaraner Club of 		
Greater Cleveland
Vizsla Club of Greater NY
Schuylkill Valley GSP Club
Eastern GSP Club		
Delaware Valley GWP Club
GSP Club of the Finger Lakes

9/7-8		
9/14-15		
9/21-22		
9/28-29		
9/28-29		

Darien, NY
Dover Plains, NY
Weatherly, PA
Harrisville, PA
Harrisville, PA

10/5-6		
10/12-13
10/19-20
10/26-27
11/2-3		

Weatherly, PA
Weatherly, PA
Weatherly, PA
Weatherly, PA
Montour Falls, NY

Field Trials:
Other:
Go to http://www.akc.org to search for more events.

April
April 21: Training Day at Long Pond
May
May 11: Training Day at Long Pond
May 18-19: Spring Test
June
June 16: Training Day at Long Pond
July
July 21: Training Day at Long Pond
August
Aug 18: Training Day at Long Pond
September
Sept 15: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 12-15: Invitational
Sept 21-22: Fall Test

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
otherwise noted.
Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
Gun Club.

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter
We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and improve the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncontrolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun,
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.

NAVHDA Sponsors

Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible.

