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Coming Events

June 17:
Training Day at
Long Pond

July 15:
Training Day at
Long Pond

President’s Message:
By all accounts, the Southern Tier Chapter 2012 Spring Test was a great suc-
cess.  The Chapter is to be commended on the terrific turn-out of workers who 
pitched in and made the test proceed without a hitch.  We had a “Full Test” 
both days.  We had a great Judging Team comprised of Bill Gurney (Sr.), 
Frank Verret and Mel Rottmann, with Tim Lewis continuing his Apprentice-
ship. 

Once again Tim Lewis pulled together a shirt and hat order so we had goods 
to sell at the Test.  We did very well, selling the majority on Saturday.  New 
colors were introduced for those who wanted to make a statement that basic 
battleship gray and hunter orange simply cannot do.  We do some left, so if 
anyone is interested, see us at the next Training Day.

As we have enjoyed an influx of new members these last couple of months, 
we would like to take a moment to recognize these folks and welcome them 
once again to our chapter:
Matt DeKay, Joe Mastriano, Richard Holt, Joe Romano, Eric LaBarr, Jeff 
Bordwell, Kevin McNamara, Judy Artessa and Staci Molyneaux.  If we have 
missed anyone, we apologize.  

With all the Natural Ability dogs that tested this Spring, we would like to en-
courage each of you to continue your training.  Even if you are not planning 
on pursuing Utility, there is much to learn and accomplish training your new, 
young hunting partner. 

Test dates:  Spring: May 19 & 20    Fall: September 15 & 16.

Training days are as follows: 3/25 at Lawton’s Farm, 4/22 at Long Pond, 
5/13, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19, and lastly 9/09.  These dates are already posted on our 
web-site for reference, along with directions and the local weather report.

BIRDS:  There should be few chukar left over from the test.  These may be 
made available, at cost, for chapter training days.  Quail and chukar should 
be becoming more readily available from the usual suppliers as we approach 
June and July. 
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Fall Test:  Dan Kremers, our Test Secretary, reports that we have roughly 5 Utility entries and one 
Natural Ability entry in at this point for our Fall Test in September.  Bear in mind that Fall Tests 
usually fill up very fast.  If you are interested in testing your dog this Fall Season, submit your ap-
plications to Dan immediately to gain a spot in the line-up.  Also, be aware that if during the summer 
training you don’t feel you or your dog can quite be ready for a Utility Test, NAVHDA has a Utility 
Prep Test you can try.  Please refer to your “Aims” book you received with your International Mem-
bership for a complete description of that UP Test.

Special Summer Seminar:  Discussions with Curt Fry continue in regards to hosting a special (pos-
sibly two-day) Training Seminar this summer.  We are targeting August for a time-frame, but Curt 
has yet to confirm.  We will report back as soon as possible.  This would be in addition to our regu-
larly scheduled training days.    

Product Review:
In light of the natural ability dogs that are now past the test, the next step in gun-dog training is often 
the “force-fetch” or “trained-retrieve” (or steadiness, but that is another story).  For this month, we 
will briefly comment on retrieve training aids – bumpers.  For starting the trained retrieve, you will 
want to start with a simple wooden dowel, a puppy bumper or something similar.  But later, as your 
training progresses, it is a good idea to condition your dog to many other items that are to be re-
trieved.  Many may have seen the waterfowl or bird replicating bumpers produced by Dokken and 
Avery.  These are often referred to as “Dokken Dummies”.  These specialty bumpers simulate real 
birds with weight, density and a flopping head.  They have a string on the bottom to assist with toss-
ing them longer distances.  They float well on the water.  Their design is to encourage the dog to grip 
the dummy more squarely in their mouth.  (A fact that is totally lost on Wheezy, she is more of a 
butt grabber).  Alan Burkhart of the Finger Lake Chapter has found that these Dokkens are useful for 
propping open the side windows on his truck cap as well.  They are not cheap to purchase, but they 
last a long time and are worth the investment.

That’s all there is to report for now. We’ll see you at the June 17th Training Day at Long Pond.  
Don

Thanks to Dave, Mel and Michelle for all the great pictures! If anyone 
takes pictures at any NAVHDA event, please feel free to send them to 
jlp8@cornell.edu to be included in the next newsletter.  



                        STNY NAVHDA SPRING TEST RESULTS

Congratulations to the following who tested with us. 
SATURDAY 5/19/2011
Cedarwoods Mojo Risin’  (Mojo)     UT PP Dan Kremers 182 Pz 3
Highpoints Aida  (Aida)             UT GS Larry Lawton 186 Pz 2
Mountains Fury Isabelle DeKay  (Izzy)   NA GS Matt DeKay 103 Pz 2
DD Kennels Grey Goose  (Goose)   NA BF Duane Blevins 107 Pz 1
Mountains Fury Maggie  (Maggie)   NA GS Jeffrey Bordwell 105 Pz 2
Drumming Woods Flight Finder  (Parker)  NA BS Matt Pasnik 98 Pz 3
Truxton Hills Gretta  (Gretta)    NA GS Joe Mastriano 110 Pz 1
Cedric Au Solcil  (Cedric)    NA BF Jennifer Blevins 112 Pz 1
 
SUNDAY 5/20/2011 
Windkist’s WNGMSTR  (Sonny)   NA GS Diane Krause 112 Pz 1
Gene’s Ruger  (Ruger)     NA WM Staci Molyneaux 85 No Pz
Bridie Von Mac  (Bridie)    FEO WG Kevin McNamara 112 Pz 1
Quinebaug’s Quintessential Crystal  (Quinn) NA GS Judy Artessa 112 Pz 1
Steinhoff’s Here We Go Again  (Gunner)  NA GS Sharon Davies 112 Pz 1
Windkist Cruz CNTRL  (Cruise)   NA GS Odette Fetzer 101 Pz 2
Windkist QTPAW2T  (Kendyl)   NA GS Diane Krause 98 Pz 3
Gene’s Rigby  (Rigby)     NA WM Staci Molyneaux 105 Pz 2

Other Dog News:
We are pleased to report, and a BIG Congratulations to the following….

Odette Fetzer and Cruise completed their AKC Junior Hunter title
Diane Krause and Sonny completed their AKC Junior Hunter title
Diane and Kendyl completed their AKC Junior Hunter title
Kevin Bowen and Winni completed their AKC Senior Hunter title
Grady Nash and Piper successfully completed their AKC Senior Hunter title
Tom Brougham and Zack are working on their Master Hunter title and getting close.

Sharon Davies and Gunner placed Third in a Derby Stake at the Hudson Valley Brittany Club Spring 
Trial.  It should also be noted that Gunner was young enough to run in the Puppy stake, then ran the 
Derby stake and then was also run, and successfully got around clean, in an Adult stake with two 
bird finds! 

We would also like to congratulate Tom Brougham and Grady Nash for committing to and entering 
the NAVHDA Invitational Test this fall.  Tom and Grady will be pressing forward to train hard for 
this prestigious event held in Iowa this September.  













Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA
Calendar of Events 2012

 

2012 Dates
March
March 25: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 22: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 13: Training Day at Long Pond
May 19-20: Spring Test

June
June 17: Training Day at Long Pond

July
July 15: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 19: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 9: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 15-16: Fall Test
Sept 20-23: Invitational

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2012 AKC Events for NY and PA

Hunt tests:
Anthracite Brittany Club  9/22-23  Weatherly, PA
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  10/6-7  Weatherly, PA

Field Trials: 
  Weim Club of Greater Cleavland 9/29  Polk, PA
 



NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.


