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Coming Events
May 15th:
Training day at
Long Pond

May 21st and 22nd:
SPRING TEST

June 19: Training 
Day at Long Pond-
June 25-26: 
Handler’s Clinic

President’s Message:

Our second Training Day of the year is past.  Attendance was a bit lower than usual, 
due to the weather & some other commitments, but we got some things accom-
plished.  We had a new member show up who just picked up their new GSP puppy 
the day before – welcome Steve & Justin Post.  Steve & Justin stopped in (sans the 
puppy) to see how thing run at our training day and ended up staying the whole 
time.  Guess they must have had fun.  Todd was back sporting another new grif-
fon pup that is eager to go, welcome back Todd.  And we had a surprise visit from 
our absentee member from Louisiana, Frank Verret – it was good to catch up with 
Frank.  Frank brought his two daughters as well, hard to believe how they’ve grown.  
The excitement of the day was when Mr. Mider’s sweet little setter took a “Gem-
About” – Dick, you may want to think about field trialing her.  That girl’s got some 
nice run!  Thanks to Tom Brougham, we have ducks and thanks to Rob Menotti, we 
had a few chukar to run some field exercises.  For anyone who has not yet settled up 
with their duck purchase, please send payment ($9 per each) to Dick Mider, payable 
to the chapter.  As it stands now, all the ducks are spoken for.  We have just enough 
left (hopefully) for the test & clinic.

Next month we will again meet at the Long Pond site for training, followed by water 
work at Greene Rod & Gun.  

Occasionally we receive various notices from our NY sister chapters concerning 
issues with conflicts of interest in the use of their training & test grounds &/or other 
points of concern.  (In particular, I refer to the Hudson Valley & Rock Tavern Chap-
ters and Stuart Wildlife Management Area near Newburgh.)  The latest I received 
was a package from Southern Adirondack Chapter concerning a potential upcoming 
bill that was in both the Assembly & the Senate that they were concerned about.  In 
the end I’m not sure that the bill would have amounted to anything, but the point 
is this:  We contacted some individuals at the Conservation Alliance of NY and the 
NY Houndsmen’s Conservation Association.  They were on the way up to Albany 
anyway to talk to our elected officials on various matters.  They personally spoke 
to one of the sponsors of this particular bill and started asking some questions and 
expressed concerns.  In the end, the sponsor listened and developed an understand-
ing about the sportsmen’s position – and encouraged that to continue.
The Conservation Alliance and the NY Houndsmen are organizations here in NY 
that promote, foster and protect hunting, fishing, free-casting of hunting dogs and 
other outdoor interests.  They are also on the watch for erroneous bills pertaining to 
the keeping and owning of (hunting) dogs.  (And there are a lot that do come up)  As 
a 501-3-c organization, NAVHDA
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cannot take sides in political elections, promote or denounce certain candidates.  However, I can’t believe that we 
are expected to sit idle when bad legislation comes up in our government, or that we shouldn’t support good legisla-
tion.  In NAVHDA, we are encouraged to support conservation organizations that promote wildlife and, in particu-
lar, habitat.  I see no reason to not also support organizations that keep watch on the legislative front and guard our 
sportsmen’s rights.
More information and membership applications to these two organizations may be obtained from the web at: 
http://nyhoundsmen.org  
http://www.conservationallianceny.org  

POTENTIAL TRAINING SEMINAR: 
We have an opportunity to put together a hands-on Training Seminar involving a Professional Trainer / Field Trial 
Handler Daniel Burjan from Flemington, NJ.  Daniel has a list of wins, national championships and accomplish-
ments longer than we can possibly list in one spot.  More information concerning Dan and his qualifications can be 
reviewed at his web-site www.burjankennels.com.   

Dave Kremers has been talking to Mr. Burjan about possibly coming up to put on a training clinic or seminar for our 
chapter.  In addition, the Burjan’s also run a traveling BBQ business.  So, we may be able to put the two together for 
a combination package.   

We would like some feed-back from the chapter to determine if there is sufficient interest in making this event hap-
pen.  We are hosting a Handler’s Clinic this year in addition to our two tests, and the Eastern Judge’s Workshop is 
this year.  If the sentiment is that we have enough going on for this training season – we can at least consider it for 
next year.  It is typically beneficial to get other training tactics or points of view to keep us all fresh on new training 
approaches and problem solving with our gun-dog training.  Field trailers are by necessity death on steadiness and 
backing.  Dan may have some innovative approaches to that training. 
Please fire back a note to let us know what the chapter’s thoughts are about this opportunity.

Memberships: 
Chapter Memberships for 2011 are still rolling in, but we are still missing some from our 2010 membership list.  
Please get those renewals in as soon as possible.  We will be reviewing and updating the master list shortly and those 
not current may be dropped from the distribution list.  You can obtain a membership form directly from our chapter 
website.  PLEASE BE SURE TO PROVIDE AN UPDATED E-MAIL ADDRESS.  Mail membership application and 
check to STNY-NAVHDA c/o Dick Mider at 456 Silk Street, Newark Valley, NY 13811. 
Please also be aware that each chapter member must also be a member of the International organization of NAVHDA.

DATES – also listed on our website (www.southerntier-navhda.org)  
Our 2011 Test Dates are as follows: Spring = May 21 & 22  Fall = September 24 & 25
Our Handler’s Clinic is scheduled for June 25 & 26   
Learn more about the NAVHDA testing system and how it is applied, learn how your dog is scored by the judges 
and how you can become a better handler of your dog during a test.  We encourage all members to attend this event.  
Much worthwhile information will be shared.   

A memo and application form was circulated about this event; if anyone needs further information please contact Jen 
Patterson.  So far, we have 10 registered.  We are limited to 20, so don’t wait or you may miss this opportunity.
Our regular Training Days, held at Long Pond Area are as follows: April 17th, May 15th, June 19th, July 17th, Au-
gust 21nd, and September 18th.  We start at the field at about 9 AM and move to the water site (Greene Rod & Gun 
Club) in the early afternoon. 

The Eastern Region Judges Workshop will be held this year in Pittsburgh on July 9th & 10th. 
All judges must attend a Judge’s Workshop at least once every three years.  



Contact us if anyone wants to host additional training days so we can get it on the calendar.  

Spring Test Entries:  Get those Spring Test Entries in!  Our Test Secretary Dan Kremers has indicated there have 
been a few inquiries about our Spring Test, we may have as many as seven NA’s at this point.  If ANYONE is inter-
ested in participating in our Spring Test, please let Dan know and get your applications in.  New members with pup-
pies, if you are interested in trying a Natural Ability Test, please let us know.  We can work with you on these next 
Training Days to help prepare you and your pup.  

Birds:  An order has been placed for chukar and pheasant for our spring test.   
We will need birds for training days.  If anyone can track down some sources and obtain some ahead of each training 
day, please let us know so we can advise the rest of the chapter.  I have found a potential source for quail and maybe 
chukar, but they won’t be ready until June.  
Chapter Apparel: We discussed a few options for shirts & hats and such at our business meeting, as noted in the pre-
vious newsletter.  We did not get a chance to finalize any decisions at the March or April Training Days.  We should 
try to finalize some plans fairly soon.  It would be good to have some products made up prior to the Spring Test and 
certainly before the Handler’s Clinic.  We may be able to sell a few items during those events.  We would appreciate 
feedback from the chapter about what everyone wants to do.  (Check out the March newsletter for a synopsis of our 
business meeting discussions.)

Training Tips:
Last month we offered a suggestion of a way of keeping ducks for those working on utility duck searches.  This 
month we’ll cover a pigeon loft.  Pigeons can be invaluable for dog training.  They are strong fliers and are hardy 
birds that keep easy.  They can also be fairly cheap to purchase compared to chukar and quail, or find them in a barn.  
Pigeons will also propagate more easily, as well.  You don’t need a lot of space in your yard to keep a loft.  Common 
pigeons can be used to some effect as “homers”, after they have acclimated to your loft.  Keep them locked up for a 
few weeks and feed them regularly each evening and they will know where home is. 
For a great plan for constructing a loft go to  www.redroselofts.com/starter_loft.htm  
Larry has constructed this model and reports it works quite well.  Since then, Tim Lewis has also constructed one, 
with a few minor changes, and has also found it works great.   

Other Dog News:  
It is with great sadness that we had to let Gilli go recently.  Gilli was our (Mel’s) first NAVDHA dog.  She brought 
us into this organization 13 years ago; and with her we have made some very good and lasting friends.  She taught 
us a lot.  She always had, in her mind, a better way of doing things.  She did not necessarily believe in playing by 
the rules that others wrote.  She generally lived by one rule only – put game in the bag, occasionally by any means 
available.  But above all she had heart.  There was no stop in her.  She has been literally carried out of the field after 
entirely exhausting herself on back-to-back youth hunts in tough conditions.  Laying on the tailgate, entirely spent, 
Mel would snap the gun shut to bag it and upon hearing that, Gilli would slide off the tailgate and drag herself to the 
field thinking there was more work to do.  She was happiest when barging geese in off a pond.  She would then stand 
on the goose and defend it from marauding Weims that were twice her size.  The bigger the game, the better she liked 
it.  She helped introduce countless of kids to bird hunting over a pointing dog and she helped numerous puppies learn 
to enjoy swimming.  She will be missed.

On a lighter note, Bowen’s new puppy, Maggie, has completed her AKC Junior Hunter title in just two weekends. 
And the next generation begins...  Yeah Maggie!

Newsletter Submissions: 
If anyone has any news or would like to make a submission for our newsletter, please forward them to our editor Jen 
Patterson.  (jlp8@cornell.edu)







Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA
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2011 Dates
March
March 27: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 17: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 15: Training Day at Long Pond
May 21-22: Spring Test

June
June 19: Training Day at Long Pond
June 25-26: Handler’s Clinic

July
July 17: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 21: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 15-18: Invitational
Sept 18: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 24-25: Fall Test

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2011 AKC Events for NY and PA
Hunt tests:
Pointer Club of Central New Jersey Weatherly, PA  Apr 9, 2011 
Garden State Weimaraner Club  Weatherly, PA  Apr 10, 2011 
Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club   Harrisville, PA  Apr 16, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY Apr 16, 2011
Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club       Harrisville, PA Apr 17, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY      Apr 17, 2011
GSP Club of Greater Pittsburgh   Harrisville, PA     May 14, 2011 
GSP Club of Greater Pittsburgh  Harrisville, PA     May 15, 2011 
Penn’s Woods Pointing Dog Trainers Club Polk, PA   May 21, 2011
Penn’s Woods Pointing Dog Trainers Club Polk, PA   May 22, 2011
Delaware Valley GWP Club   Weatherly, PA  May 28, 2011
Delaware Valley GWP Club   Weatherly, PA  May 29, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY June 4, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY June 5, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY Sept 10, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY Sept 11, 2011
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  Weatherly, PA  Oct 8, 2011
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  Weatherly, PA  Oct 9, 2011
GSP Club of the Finger Lakes   Montour Falls, NY  Nov 5, 2011
GSP Club of the Finger Lakes   Montour Falls, NY  Nov 6, 2011

Field Trials:
  GSP Club of Ohio    Polk, PA       April 1, 2011
  Brittany Club of Upper New York   Baldwinsville, NY  April 16, 2011
  Pennsylvania Brittany Club     Polk, PA       April 30, 2011
  Pennsylvania Brittany Club   Polk, PA      May 6, 2011
 Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club   Polk, PA      May 28, 2011

Training 
Day at 
Long Pond
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NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.


