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Coming Events

March 27th:
Training day at Law-
ton’s Farm

April 17th:
Training day at 
Long Pond

President’s Message:

Tom & Sheila Snyder hosted our annual business meeting / game dinner on Satur-
day evening, March 12th.  It was one of the best dinner meetings we have had.  The 
food and company were terrific.  It was great catching up with everyone.  Thank 
You Snyders!   

2011 STNY NAVHDA BUSINESS MEETING, 3/12/2011, 8:00 pm:
For those who have not already done so, Local Chapter Membership dues need to 
be sent in as soon as possible.  Members are also encouraged to include member-
ship at the Greene Rod & Gun Club, as our water work is done at their pond.  (This 
is especially important for those training Utility if you want to do additional training 
at their pond beyond our normal training days)  You can obtain a membership form 
directly from our chapter website.  Dues for both our Chapter & Green R&G can be 
done in one shot on that form.  PLEASE BE SURE TO PROVIDE AN UPDATED 
E-MAIL ADDRESS.  Mail membership application and check to STNY-NAVHDA 
c/o Dick Mider at 456 Silk Street, Newark Valley, NY 13811.
Please also be aware that each chapter member must also be a member of the Inter-
national organization of NAVHDA.

The following is a list of Officers for 2011: 
President Don Rottmann 
Vice-President Michelle Bowen 
Treasurer Dick Mider 
Test Secretary Dan Kremers 
Handler Clinic Secretary Jen Patterson 
Web Master Mike Hubenthal 
Newsletter Editor Jen Patterson 
Chapter Agitator Larry Lawton

DATES – (also listed on our website): 
Our 2011 Test Dates are as follows: Spring = May 21 & 22  
     Fall = September 24 & 25

Our First Training Day will be held on Sunday March 27th at Lawton’s Farm, 611 
Clarke Road, Greene, NY, starting at about 9:00 am.  Dress warm, no matter the 
weather prediction.  It tends to get fairly cold there especially with the spring damp-
ness – and there is usually a breeze.  It is not likely we will have a supply of birds, 
so be prepared to tackle other training subjects.  If anyone can secure some birds to 
share, let us know.

March 2011



Our Handler’s Clinic is scheduled for June 25 & 26  (more to follow below)

Our regular Training Days, held at Long Pond Area are as follows: April 17th, May 15th, June 19th, July 17th, Au-
gust 21nd, and September 18th.  

Our DEC permit will be secured for these dates at the Long Pond Area, hopefully fairly soon.  For reasons un-
known, there has been a bog-down in the Albany DEC office.  We expect to see something back within the next few 
weeks.  On another note, DEC will probably NOT be mowing this year.  A question was raised about the possibility 
of DEC allowing us to mow.  Dick Mider was going to look into that from the DEC’s point of view.  Then we would 
need to find someone willing to do it.  But this would allow us the option of mowing when & how we want it done.  
Concern was raised about the use of the small upper pond at Long Pond Site for Natural Ability swims and the exces-
sive weed growth.  We may need to organize a work party to clear out these weeds at some point this spring.  (We 
should be able to take care of this at Training.)

If anyone wants to host additional training days, at alternative venues, please contact us so we can get it on the 
calendar & website.  Grady has again expressed interest in hosting an additional training day in August or September.  
Tom Snyder may be interested in another summer fun day, but has to coordinate several other commitments prior to 
establishing a specific date.  We’ll keep you posted.

Treasurer’s Report: Our Treasurer’s report shows we are in good financial shape, in spite of last year’s expenses 
of running a one-day test in the spring and purchasing the new tent.  Part of the reason we remain in good shape is a 
result of renting out our tent each year.  Our insurance has been paid to International.  No large expenses are on the 
horizon as far as we can see, other than the probability that birds could be fairly expensive this year based on the cost 
of fuel and grain.  (They always tend to be expensive in the spring).  Hosting a Handler’s Clinic this year may also 
help with bringing money in to the chapter.

Birds:  Calls have been made to track down alternative supplies of birds to no avail.  A couple sources will not have 
birds until June or July.  Whispering Pines Hideaway has usually been a source, especially early on in the year for our 
May Test.  It was agreed that we order a supply with Charlie as soon as possible.  Any extras could be used for the 
Handler’s Clinic or Training Days later in the summer.  Dave Molyneaux agreed to pass our order to Charlie the next 
day as he was planning a trip up there anyway.  Dave had indicated Charlie has extra ducks he wanted to get rid of, so 
our order includes 60 to 66 ducks as there are many members who want a supply at home for the season’s training.  I 
will be following up with Charlie on this order.
 
If anyone knows of additional supply sources, pass the word – folks may want some for their own home use.  (This 
being highly encouraged, you can’t train a bird dog without birds)

Test Entries: Dan Kremers has received a couple inquiries about our Spring Test and a couple entries for our Fall 
Test.  We’re expecting several interested NA applicants for the spring and we’re hoping that we will be able to fill 
both days.  

Handler’s Clinic:  We will be hosting a Handler’s Clinic this year on June 25 & 26.  For those unfamiliar, a Han-
dler’s Clinic is a hands-on educational seminar to teach handlers how the NAVHDA Testing System is administered.  
Explanations will be given on how the judge’s cards and scoring system works, what the judges are looking for in 
your dog, how they are judged – and through this you will gain a better understanding of how you can handle your 
dog in tests.  You will not be bringing your dog to the Clinic; this is not a dog training clinic.  This is for Handler 
Training.  For those interested, this is also a prerequisite to becoming an NAVHDA Apprentice Judge.  A series of 
classroom style instructions will be followed by field examples of a dog & handler proceeding through a test while 
each participant scores the dog.  Results will then be discussed later.  A representative example of NA, UPT and UT 
each will be run. 



  
The class is limited to 20 participants.  Early sign-up and registration is encouraged.  Each participant should bring a 
chair, notebook and pencil. We will also require a few volunteers.  We need the tent set up, a couple bird planters, a 
couple shooters and someone to take lunch orders and deliver that to the site.   

Our Handler Clinic Secretary Jen Patterson will be developing further information and a registration form soon for 
distribution.  

Chapter Apparel: Tim Lewis has tracked down some pricing from a local source for hats, shirts, jackets & such, 
with embroidery and with silk-screening, with the NAVHDA logo.  The approach with this local source is to purchase 
a given supply based on orders received from the membership and maybe have a few extras available at our events 
for selling.  There will be a set-up fee and basic front-end fixed costs (approximately $50 to $60 +/-) that could be 
prorated over the cost of the items ordered and the chapter could make a couple bucks over the base cost of the items.  
The problems with this approach is someone must volunteer to store and haul this supply of extras to each event and 
at some point we may be stuck with some leftovers.

Michelle Bowen has received a copy of the NAVHDA logo from the main office and has tracked down pricing from 
Land’s End mail order catalog. Again, there are some front-end fixed costs for set-up (approximately $50 to $60 +/-) 
but then interested shoppers could go directly to Land’s End and place and order for whatever they want with the 
logo embroidered on it.  We could even place a direct link from our chapter website to the Land’s End site.  The costs 
of many of the items from Land’s End are cheaper than the local supplier, but then the chapter would not receive the 
benefit of picking up some extra cash in the process.  On one hand, we would not have to deal with carrying a supply 
of items on hand; on the other hand, it can be advantageous to have a supply of stuff on hand for those interested in 
obtaining something at a test or other event – such as outsiders visiting for a test.  

Larry Lawton also brought up that at one time we had “Southern Tier of NY Chapter” branded shirts and accessories 
developed.  If we are to offer hats, shirts and such, it may be desirable to have our specific chapter logo featured on 
it in addition to or in lieu of just the main international logo.  Larry offered to track down the source of our original 
logo to see if it was still available.  (He has since done this, and YES we can receive it in PDF format.)
At this point, no decisions were made, pending further discussion at a future training day.
 
** Due to the relatively low set-up costs, we could consider doing both.  The local supplier’s cost for silk-screened 
t-shirts was around $7 each.  We could set up with the local supplier, obtain an initial order of silk-screened products 
(maybe even more than just t-shirts) with our chapter specific logo, which does have the international logo incorpo-
rated in it, and retain extras for having at events and sell them at a profit for the chapter.  At the same time, we could 
set up with Land’s End for embroidered items and items of more significance (wind-shirts, jackets, towels, etc.) and 
let each member purchase whatever they want directly.  

Newsletter Submissions: Jen Patterson has agreed to edit our newsletters again this year.  She is looking for inter-
esting things to include such as short stories, achievements, tips & suggestions and photos from our events.  Please 
forward your submissions directly back to her.

See you all March 27th!  (dress warm)
Don



  

2011 OFFICERS: 
President  Don Rottmann  H 607-699-3068,  orion1220 at yahoo dot com 
Vice President Michele Bowen H 315-841-8350,   mkb824 at aol dot com  
Treasurer  Dick Mider  H 607-642-8419,  dmider at aol dot com 
Test Secretary Dan Kremers  H 315-420-3764,  dkremers at gmail dot com 
Web Master  Mike Hubenthal H 607-648-3356,  hubenth at iris dot edu 
Handler Clinic Sec Jen Patterson  H 607-539-7024,  jlp8 at cornell dot edu 
Chapter Agitator Larry Lawton  H 607-000-PITA,  Chooch123 at nowhere dot com

Brags and news from Winter 2010-2011
Pam Menotti is recovering well from knee surgery. She’ll be back in the field in no time!

Mel finished Tink’s breed Championship at the Celtic Classic in York, PA this month. 
Mel did a wonderful job handling Tink! They have now completed half of the requirement    
towards getting their DC (CH and FC)!

Also at the Celtic Classic (obedience trial), Cheri and Trace received the last necessary 
qualifying score towards Trace’s CDX title (plus two ‘bumper’ legs and placements of 1st, 
2nd and 3rd in classes with entries greater then 20). This class requires retrieving skills 
on the flat as well as over a jump, off lead precise heeling and out of sight sit and down 
stays, amongst others. Trace, and brother Max, also earned two additional Rally Obedi-
ence titles last Fall. 

John Swider recieved an American Kennel Club Breeder of Merit Award!

These are the requirements:
* Has a history of at least 5 years involvement with AKC events.
* Earned at least 4 Conformation, Performance or Companion event titles on dogs they 
bred/co-bred.
* Member of an AKC club.
* Certifies that applicable health screens are performed on your breeding stock as 
recommended by the Parent Club.
* Demonstrates a commitment to ensuring 100% of the puppies produced are AKC regis-
tered.

Congrats John!



Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA
Calendar of Events 2010

 

2011 Dates
March
March 27: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 17: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 15: Training Day at Long Pond
May 21-22: Spring Test

June
June 19: Training Day at Long Pond
June 25-26: Handler’s Clinic

July
July 17: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 21: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 15-18: Invitational
Sept 18: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 24-25: Fall Test

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2011 AKC Events for NY and PA
Hunt tests:
Schuylkill Valley GSP Club    Weatherly, PA  Apr 2, 2011
Schuylkill Valley GSP Club   Weatherly, PA  Apr 3, 2011 
Pointer Club of Central New Jersey Weatherly, PA  Apr 9, 2011 
Garden State Weimaraner Club  Weatherly, PA  Apr 10, 2011 
Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club   Harrisville, PA  Apr 16, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY Apr 16, 2011
Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club       Harrisville, PA Apr 17, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY      Apr 17, 2011
GSP Club of Greater Pittsburgh   Harrisville, PA May 14, 2011 
GSP Club of Greater Pittsburgh  Harrisville, PA May 15, 2011 
Penn’s Woods Pointing Dog Trainers Club Polk, PA   May 21, 2011
Penn’s Woods Pointing Dog Trainers Club Polk, PA   May 22, 2011
Delaware Valley GWP Club   Weatherly, PA  May 28, 2011
Delaware Valley GWP Club   Weatherly, PA  May 29, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY June 4, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY June 5, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY Sept 10, 2011
GSP Club of Western NY  Darien, NY Sept 11, 2011
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  Weatherly, PA  Oct 8, 2011
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  Weatherly, PA  Oct 9, 2011
GSP Club of the Finger Lakes   Montour Falls, NY  Nov 5, 2011

Field Trials:
  GSP Club of Ohio    Polk, PA       April 1, 2011
  Brittany Club of Upper New York   Baldwinsville, NY  April 16, 2011
  Pennsylvania Brittany Club     Polk, PA       April 30, 2011
  Pennsylvania Brittany Club   Polk, PA      May 6, 2011
 Oak Ridge Pointing Dog Club   Polk, PA      May 28, 2011

Training 
Day at 
Lawton’s

Brags and news from Winter 2010-2011
MARCH 2011

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Powered by www.calendarlabs.com



Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA Handlers Clinic 

 
Where: Long Pond State Forest    Greene, NY 

Date: June 25 & 26, 2011 
Start Time: 8am  

Cost:  $65 
Send to: Jen Patterson 

                   190 Old 76 Road 
                                Brooktondale, NY 14817  

Total number of attendance is 20. First come first serve. 
Contact: Jen Patterson 

607-539-7024, jlp8@cornell.edu 
  

What is it? 

The Handler Clinic is an educational tool developed by NAVHDA to help dog owners and handlers 
understand the testing system. The clinics are conducted by designated trained leaders; all of whom 
are NAVHDA Senior Judges. During the two-day clinic weekend, participants experience all aspects 
of a Natural Ability, Utility Preparatory, and Utility Test. The first few hours of each day is devoted 
to informal classroom instruction. There is discussion of Test mechanics, the scoring system and 
NAVHDA philosophy.  
 
The group then goes out to the field to judge and score dogs being run in the actual Test process. 
After each dog has run and been scored, there is a discussion of performance and scoring as 
observed by the participants and the clinic leader. The discussion includes strengths or weaknesses 
of training and handling observed in the demonstrations, and how they may have affected the dog's 
inherited skills.  

Who Should Attend?  

• People with their first pup see how other dogs work and gain insight into what their pup is 
doing and why. This helps them to develop their pup's talents and improve performance in 
weak areas.  

• Novice handlers learn how NAVHDA evaluates versatile dogs, and are better prepared to 
handle their dogs in a test.  

• Experienced handlers gain a deeper, more technical knowledge, of how the team of dog and 
handler are judged.  

• Breeders learn what to look for in their breeding stock and their progeny, and how to use 
NAVHDA records obtained through the Test Information Service in selective breeding.  

• For aspiring NAVHDA Judges, attending a Handler Clinic is one of the first steps in our 
Apprentice Judge Program. 

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

NAVHDA	  Handler	  Clinic	  at	  Southern	  Tier	  NY	  Chapter	  
	  

Dates:	  Saturday,	  June	  25th	  and	  Sunday,	  June	  26th	  	  
Start	  time:	  8:00AM	  	  
	  
Where:	  Long	  Pond	  State	  Forest	  	  
Upper	  Round	  Pond	  Road	  
Greene,	  NY	  13778	  
	  
Fee:	  $65.00	  	  
	  
Mail	  Fee	  To:	  Jen	  Patterson	  	  
SOUTHERN	  TIER	  NY	  NAVHDA/Handler	  Clinic	  	  
190	  Old	  76	  Road	  
Brooktondale,	  NY	  14817	  
	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  	  

NAVHDA	  Handler	  Clinic	  at	  Southern	  Tier	  NY	  Chapter	  	  
Name:	  _______________________________	  	  
Address:	  _______________________________	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  _______________________________	  	  
Phone#:	  _______________________________	  	  
Cell#:	  _______________________________	  	  
E-‐mail:	  _______________________________	  	  
	  

You	  will	  receive	  e-‐mail/mail	  confirmation	  on	  receipt	  of	  your	  
completed	  form	  and	  check	  for	  $65.00	  made	  out	  to	  Southern	  Tier	  
NAVHDA.	  I	  will	  send	  out	  an	  information	  packet	  as	  well.	  	  
	  



NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.


