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The Fall test is in the books and goes down as being both a weather challenge and an organizational challenge.  The hot, dry conditions forced us to change the meeting site at the last minute and do the field work first on Saturday.  The State of New York was a big help by mowing the Long Pond field site two days before we ran.  We were given permission to use new Long Pond fields that actually worked out well.  In addition, the Green water level was very low despite the work done by Scott Phelps and crew on the leaky dam earlier in the month.  The weekend was a success thanks to the volunteer turnout organized by John Swider.  Thank you to all!  

       Saturday saw eight NA and one UT handled to the following scores: Carole Levine 51 points, no NA prize; Gary Reimondo 108 points, NA prize 2; Dick Rogler 106 points, NA prize 1; Brian Simmons 110 points, NA prize 1; John Lavelle, 110 points, NA prize 1; Bill Washer 80 points, NA prize 3; Patrick McDonaugh 97 points, NA prize 2; Brandon Rhome 108 points, NA prize 2; Dan Kremers 174 points, UT prize 2.

       Sunday saw three UT and two NA handled to the following scores: Jan Wisely 177 points, UT prize 2; Richard Aronica 189 points, UT prize 2; Matt Fetter 189 points, UT prize 1; Esther Cassatt 87 points, no NA prize; Donald Bell 100 points, NA prize 3.
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       A few comments are in order: Larry Lawton gets the Miss Congeniality award with honorable mention going to Scott Phelps for the way they smoothed things over with the Greene Rod and Gun Club on Sunday.  Maybe that is why we got a field visit from the State Forest Ranger that afternoon?  Our club owes Larry and Marie the Way to Go Award for hosting the judges and generally doing the many things that make these tests a success.  Don Rottmann gets the Gold Medal Award for the fastest kayak run ever done from the duck launch site to shore.  Zack Driscoll gets the Finders Keepers Award for finding Pam’s missing shooting vest at Greene.  I get the Pooper- Scooper Award for using Larry’s paddle to police the NA water site at Greene.  And the final Award goes to the entire Southern Tier membership for putting up with me as your president for the past two years.  I have enjoyed being a part of this organization and thank all of you for making it so much fun.  The torch passes to incoming President John Swider and test secretary Mike Hubenthal.  I know all of us will continue to participate and lend our support to John as he organizes the events for the next two years.  Have an enjoyable, safe hunting season!

