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August training day had nine show up for training.  Larry said the water work was hard on his dog that learned to drag a lead (read sea anchor) through the weeds.  The weather was hot, but hopefully that is behind us.  Those who are going to test in September should take advantage of the remaining time and concentrate on weak points.  The mock test on September 17th is a great time to see where you are in the process.  As a reminder, the mock test is a regular training day and not just for those who are going to test.  If you are not testing, at least use the time to get ready for hunting season that is fast upon us.  

September test 23rd and 24th is not full. There is a vacancy in UT, as Vince had to pull Libby who was injured.  Since we are scheduled for the end of September, I anticipate that there will be last minute calls for retesting dogs that did not qualify earlier.  John Swider will be the test coordinator again and will be asking for volunteers.  I will work on Saturday in some capacity and hope to see others do the same thing.  There are a great variety of dogs testing, giving you a chance to see some different breeds at work.  Tom Snyder volunteered to pick the test birds up at Whispering Pines and I thank him for that.  Dick Mider has spoken with the DEC and learned that the Long Pond fields are scheduled to be cut September 1st.  Larry is still going to check out the adjacent fields just in case we need a backup.  

Roberta Applegate, NAVHDA home office registrar, died August 2nd.  The funeral note I signed on line for the Club can be viewed on the Legacy web site. 

German Shorthaired Pointer Puppies. Whelped: August 3, 2006: Females, 3 Males. Tails docked, dewclaws clipped, wormed, and vaccinated. Sire: Highpoints Lazer Beam, NAVHDA Versatile Champion, Sept 2000 Minnesota Invitational, Owner: Scott Phelps. Dam: Mead Farm Nina, Owner: Gary Reimondo Contact: Gary Reimondo, 631 Main St, Apalachin, NY 13732, Home: (607) 330-1085, Cell: (607) 222-8065.

Orthopedic Foundation for Animals or OFA has a great database published in 2006, 5th addition titled: The use of health databases and selective breeding.  I have taken Quill through some of this process and learned a great deal about hips, thyroid, eyes, heart etc.  It makes for interesting reading. Dave Molyneaux got me started in this process with a vet in Athens, PA where they do hip xrays without sedation 98% of the time.
