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April training day was actually not just warm, but hot.  The Long Pond fields were fairly dry as was the path to the water site at Greene.  I think everyone accomplished what he or she wanted to because a lot of people pitched in and helped out. Thank you.  There were multiple stations: tethered pigeons, training table, tracking, drags and wing shooting.  Thanks to the Washers for donating chucker to the club and Tom Brougham for the ducks. There was no chance to heat condition the dogs as the temps went from the thirties to the seventies almost over night.   As a reminder, be sure to bring dog water bottles from now on for warm weather training.  I usually bring a five-gallon jug of dog water for the club to use.  We plan on offering the same stations at all of the training days to make it more interactive and avoid standing around waiting.  There is plenty of land to use at Long Pond and we will take advantage of it.  

       If you forget training items or do not have all of the equipment, there are usually others that have these things or extras that you can use, but you need to ask.  This includes check cords, bird bags, extra leads, starting pistols, orange hats etc.  If your dog is not used to gun noise, you must inform the group at the start of the training day.    Both Larry and I have poppers to go along with the vintage single shot 12ga.  These give a LOUD report so hearing protection for the natural ability gunner is recommended.  Some clubs and organizations are moving toward primer poppers for this reason, so stay tuned.  

Next training day is May 6th at Long Pond.  Bill Washer is going to bring chucker.  We need pigeons and ducks.  This is traditionally referred to as the mock test day, and we would like to have people testing attend and see if there are any training problems that need correcting.  That does not mean that there will not be training for others: this is considered a regular training day.  There will still be the same stations available as in April so please attend and participate.  

May test is starting to fill.  We have thirteen NA potential entries with more e-mail interest as the date approaches.  If you are going to enter and have not done so, please send the entry in before we fill.  The volunteer notice has already gone out from John Swider.  Remember: Binghamton University graduates on the same weekend, so get your lodging reserved early.

Clyde Vetter clinic is about to go public.  As a reminder, this is a basic to intermediate clinic.  There is a plan in the works to offer an advanced clinic depending on the interest generated by this event.   Clyde asked to limit attendance to 25.  Larry has already received some of the complementary items from Purina so the wheels are in motion.  Get your reservation in to Dick Mider if you are planning on attending.   
