Southern Tier NAVHDA

Chapter News

March, 2007

          The game dinner was held at the Snyder home on Saturday, March 10.  Thank you Snyder family for providing the venue.  There was a huge line for photo opportunities with Tom’s wirehaired pointer, Fritter!  There were a variety of game dishes enjoyed by twenty chapter members who held a business meeting after dinner and pictures and discussed the following:

ClydeVetter Seminar is scheduled for July 21, 22 at the Snyder training grounds.  There will be room for 30 participants and their dogs with five audit slots without dogs.  The price for a club member is $80 that includes lunch.  There will be a catered Saturday night barbecue that will be $20 extra.  The seminar will be announced to the public on May 1st and will cost $120 for non-club members.   Mike Hubenthal is designing a flyer that will include the items to be covered each day.  Send your check before May 1st to: Dick Mider, 456 Silk Street, Newark Valley, NY 13811.  Needless to say, this should fill up quickly once it is announced.

Spring test is May 19th, 20th  with the judge team headed by Larry Lawton, senior, Frank Verret and Mike O’Donell.  On Sunday we have an apprentice: Ed Pontacoloni from Hartford, CT.  There are four NA dogs entered so far so there is a lot of room left.  The club is asking for volunteers for the test that is being coordinated by John Swider.  The test dates conflict with Binghamton graduation so make your reservations early if you are planning on staying overnight.

We lose money on these tests if they are not full due to the cost of birds and judges’ expenses.   Some of this is recaptured by the sale of lunches and unused birds.  This year the judges are mainly local thanks to Larry’s planning and personal involvement.    Hartland Chapter is doing a study on chapter test prices, and I will let you know how this comes out.  Also, there are six chapter spring tests scheduled the weeks before and after ours with no local conflicts for our weekend.  This might explain why the entries are so slow to come in.  

Mike Hubenthal gave a presentation regarding the new chapter web page: southerntier-navhda.org.  He is open to suggestions regarding content, format etc.  Be sure to thank him for his effort.   

Slate of officers for 2008: President John Swider; Treasurer Dick Mider; test secretary Mike Hubenthal.
March training day is next Sunday, March 18th at the Lawton farm at 9AM.    The snow is going quickly if it only stays away.  We could use some pigeons if you have any.   Some training day rules: 1. All dogs are to be leashed or kenneled at all times unless you are running your dog with a group.  2.  Dogs kenneled or leashed must be well behaved with no excessive barking.  3.  All dogs running in the field do so with the training group. No individual training.  4.  Bring ample water for you and your pet.  5.  Respect the landowner – clean up.  6.  All gunfire will be pre announced in anticipation of gun sensitive dogs.  7.  Anyone involved with live fire in the field must wear blaze orange, including the gallery.  8.  All birds you use from the club must be paid for prior to training.  9.  Birds you use are your responsibility for disposal.  Training days are designed to help you train your dog.  We provide the techniques and suggest solutions for you to apply between sessions.  When you come to the next training day, it is expected that you have worked with your dog. 

 Dave Molyneaux scheduled an extra training day at his grounds on Sunday, September 9th , the week before the Fall mock test.  This is to give you an opportunity to iron things out two weeks before the actual test.  

Tom Brougham brought several sizes of traps to follow up on the piece on our web site regarding how to get your dog out of one of these.  The large body traps can do some real damage. 

There was a discussion about doing a membership drive at Gander Mountain. This would involve the dogs and possibly some streaming video of training and testing.    The matter was tabled for further discussion without reaching any consensus.  
