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       The July training day at the Snyder training facility was the best turnout ever.  Thank you to the entire Snyder family and all of the others who helped.  Many families arrived and between kids and puppies, the chaos was wonderful.  The food was even better as everyone pitched in and brought something.  Even the weather cooperated with a mix of sun and clouds with plenty of moving air in the upper fields.  We enjoyed seeing Tiffany and Eric Shaver with their new baby along with several first time handlers.  The training opportunities were outstanding thanks to the way the Snyders prepared the grounds.  Lanes were mowed in the upper fields where decoys and heeling stakes were placed.  We tried to multi task with puppies segregated from the advanced field dogs while water work took place at the two ponds.  It saved a lot of time back planting birds during the fieldwork.  Danny used the boat to plant ducks in the upper ponds while Melody and Larry planted puppies and kids in the lower water site.  Even Payton Kremers got into the act by planting the goose decoys.   It was certainly fun watching this many people enjoying themselves all in the name of NAVHDA.  There was a period of time when there were more puppies out than advanced dogs during the picnic.  This gave an opportunity to socialize your dog to the group activities.  Fox had no trouble with this, but Quill was a handfull despite his AKC training.   This reminds me that you should always be aware of how your dog is healing as you pass other dogs regardless of where you are.  There are a lot of distractions for handlers, especially when we get ready to hunt.  If you are in a group situation, always watch your dog and watch out for other dogs when the space gets tight.  I shorten up on the lead or make my dog sit until the other group has passed.

The Vetter Seminar is August 11th and 12th at the Snyder Training Facility.  The arrival time is 8AM with a start time of 9AM.  Lunch is provided while Saturday night dinner is $20.  We are purchasing pigeons from Dave Molyneaux while Tom Snyder is getting quail from Whispering Pines.  John Swider has a pop up silhouette, and I have a release trap.   

August 19th training day starts at Long Pond at 9AM.  We will need birds and ducks for this day.  Again it will probably be hot so bring plenty of water.  

August is going to be a busy month for us.  Thank you to all that are helping to pull it together.  This club has turned into a can do bunch, and I have had a great time working with you and being a part of it.  We roll into a busy September with training day the 16th and the fall test on the next weekend which is full: 6UT and 8NA entered with 3 NA on the waiting list.  John Swider will be on the prowl looking for helpers for the test.  I thank everyone in advance for giving up his or her time for the test events.  I learn something every time I attend a test since the mix of dogs and handlers keeps things interesting.  By signing up to help, you not only help your club, but you also provide yourself with a great opportunity to see what NAVHDA is all about.   
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Permit me to close with one more picture from the July picnic.  Here is the future of Southern Tier NAVHDA:

