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The first 2007 training day at Lawton’s was held in cool, damp, muddy conditions.  Larry had the barn set up with training tables and a whoa barrel.  He also provided some shackled pigeons for steadiness training.    Thank you, Larry for your efforts.  The local fauna showed up in the form of deer and one fat woodchuck to further test the steadiness of the dogs.  One point came up that needs to be considered: how do you introduce puppies to gunshots?  The consensus was to make sure the puppy is distracted and doing something fun when a remote, low volume report is fired.  Look at the puppy and its demeanor: if there is any hint of shyness, fear with tail tucked, stop.  We have heard of horror stories of dragging the pup to the local gun club to “watch”.  You can watch the puppy hide under the vehicle if you do that.  Notice that the NA gunner is a fair distance behind the judging team with the test dog even further out before the distraction shot is called for.   Give your puppy a break by not breaking it.  Once gun-shy, good luck correcting it.

April training day is scheduled on the 22nd at Long Pond, 9AM.  We are in need of birds for this training day: pigeons or chucker will do.  This is the first opportunity to get into the fields and perhaps do some ice water work later on.  

The May test is around the corner.  Melody Rottman will apprentice judge both days.  So far there are six NA dogs and maybe one UT entered.  It might be possible to run one day if we do not get more entries.  The pheasant are at Larry’s, and the bird order from Whispering Pines is paid for.  I picked up extra crates from Larry and will get the birds Friday before the test.  Test coordinator John Swider has circulated his appeal for your help, and I am confident that there will be the usual excellent response and thank everyone in advance.  We will put the tent up and provide a portapotty.  Lunches will be ordered that day and are $5. 

Do not hesitate to sign up for the Clyde Vetter July clinic.  Larry already has a wait list for non-chapter people as our date is already advertised on the Vetter web site.  This clinic will fill.  Tom Snyder has arranged for a catered barbecue Saturday night for an extra $20.  

The following is an unauthorized reprint the from Spring 2007 Ugly Dog Hunting catalogue: Once upon a time, in a pheasant cover far away, there lived three bird dogs – a setter, a retriever and an all purpose ugly dog (that’s a wirehaired pointer to the unknowing, Larry).  One day, the biggest, meanest rooster pheasant that ever existed flew by the setter and said, “Setter dog, setter dog, catch me if you can.”  And the setter answered, “Hey, with my good looks, you’ll soon be in the pan.”

“Well,” said the pheasant.  “Then I’ll flip and I’ll flap and end your quick plan.”  So he flipped and flapped and left that setter in the dust with no bird to show for its efforts and a fair amount of grooming to attend to late on to get the dirt out of its silky coat.

The next day, the retriever was out in the field and the same pheasant flew by and said, “ ‘Triever dog, you can’t catch me.”  And the retriever answered, “No problem for me, I’m noble as can be.”  “Well,” said the pheasant.  “Then I’ll flip and I’ll flap and be gone just you see.”  So he flipped and flapped and left that retriever sitting in the corn contemplating his canine navel and wondering where he might scarf a burger or two.  

On the third day, the pheasant soared past the ugly dog and repeated his taunt: “Ugly dog, ugly dog, catch me if you can.”  And the ugly dog replied, “No problem, beak breath.  In the treeline, I’ll point you.  On the ground, I’ll track you.  And if you think crossing that water is an issue, just watch me swim, buddy.”  Flip and flap and all that, and in one whirr and whistle (with a tad of a chomp and glurp), the ugly dog pointed, flushed, jumped, snapped, and grabbed the haughty rooster. 

The moral of this story, you ask?  Beauty’s only skin deep, ugly’s underrated, and ringnecks taste great roasted with a mandarin orange glaze. 

Ugly Dog is a NAVHDA sponsor.  They have some great stuff for dog and owner and deserve our support.     
