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This is our 22nd year of operation and I look forward to another exciting year of training and testing.  Last year we tested 18 natural ability and 6 utility dogs.  There was a special training seminar by Dave Molyneaux and a summer picnic at Snyders in addition to the usual training days.  Frank Verret became a judge and Melody Rottmann is not far behind in the same thing.  We have ordered the birds for the spring test and have requested test dates for spring and fall to be listed in Versatile Hunting Dog. Larry is working on judges for these dates as well, while Dick Mider is applying for our State permits for Long Pond.  Dick will also send out dues notices by e-mail this time, so watch for the notice.  I will look forward to the annual game dinner at Snyders on March 10th when we will have an organizational meeting. 

2007 Preliminary Schedule: Saturday, March 10th game dinner and organizational meeting at Snyder’s; March 18th weather permitting, 1st training day, Lawton farm; April 22 Greene and Long Pond; May 6 mock test (Mother’s Day is the 13th); May 19, 20 Spring test (conflicting with Binghamton graduation); June 17, July 22, August 19; Sept 16 mock test; Sept 22, 23 Fall test.  All of the training days begin at Long Pond at 9AM unless there has been a change.  Larry is working on a Clyde Vetter seminar for 2007, so stay tuned for that information.  If anyone wants to host a training day, please let me know.  Extra days and different sites are always welcome. 

New Chapter Web Page:  http://southerntier-navhda.org 

A new interactive web page has been designed to allow the club to share information on events and test with both members and the general public.  In addition to simply conveying information, the new site has been designed to foster an interactive community of club members.  For example, the new site features a discussion board, non-public documents such as maps to test sites, archived newsletters etc, a photo gallery of user submitted photos, and a Tall Tale section where members can post stories of their hunting trips and season highlights. The benefit of the framework for the site is that club members have the ability to create new content on the site without depending on the webmaster to make updates.  

Upon receipt of this newsletter you will be able to view the new site, but will not be able to login to the site.  In the week following the distribution of the newsletter, each of you will receive a username and temporary password.  Once you receive this email, please login to the site and change your temporary password to one that you will be able to easily remember.  

The development of the site is an ongoing process.  Given the dynamic, community driven nature of the site, your comments and suggestions are welcome (and can be sent to Michael Hubenthal at hubenth@iris.edu).  Michael will also give a demo of the site, and model how to add content to the site at the upcoming game dinner.  

Chapter Membership Dues remain at $25/$30 for family.  Greene Rod and Gun Club (water work and official test site) dues are an additional $20.  Make checks payable to Southern Tier NAVHDA and send to Dick Mider, 456 Silk Street, Newark Valley, NY 13811.  Dick will e-mail dues notices in January, so watch your in box.   

The club rental tent is still available for  $75.   It is 28x38 with side curtains.  You are responsible for pickup, setup and return in the same condition you got it in.  Contact Dick Mider at 607-642-8419.     

There is value in membership: Southern Tier NAVHDA provides us with a chance to learn how to train our dogs and be better handlers.  It is very difficult to do this without the help of our members who devote their time to this exercise.  Take advantage of the opportunity and help someone else along the way by volunteering your time at training and test days.  Many already do and say they have learned a great deal and made some lasting friendships along the way.   Please join us in making 2007 a memorable season!

