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Coming Events

May 13:
Training Day at
Long Pond

May 19-20:

SPRING 
TEST

President’s Message:

April Training Day is behind us.  Unfortunately Mel & I could not attend; we 
were attending a Field Trial in Baldwinsville that same weekend – freezing to 
death as I’m sure you all were at Long Pond.  Again, I hear we had a record-
breaking turn-out of attendees with more joining our Chapter.  Welcome New 
Members!    

A big Thank You goes out to Tom Brougham for picking up and delivering 
the duck order, and to Dan Kremers for wrangling some quail for use at train-
ing day.  I understand from Menotti’s and Larry that a lot of subjects were 
covered at Training Day – table work, field work, water work – all the bases 
were covered.  Thank you all who attended and all who pitched in to help oth-
ers.  That is the foundation of NAVHDA.  

Our Spring Test is next month, about four weeks away.  For those in the Natu-
ral Ability Test, keep up with the fun-training and exposure.  Keep up with 
developing the cooperation in your puppy.  By the same token, don’t “over do 
it” with too much pressure on your pup; you don’t want you pup soured by 
the time the test is here with too much pressure.  We will be holding our May 
Training Day the weekend prior to the test, on May 13th, meeting at Long 
Pond.

A suggestion has been made (for this next training day) that maybe we can set 
up three separate stations representing each of the three major parts of the NA 
Test.  The group can be split into three groups and rotate between each of the 
stations to review the applicable portion of the test and practice.  Sounds like 
a good idea to me; we could use some help from the more experienced mem-
bers of the chapter who are not otherwise preparing for the test themselves. 

Test dates:  Spring: May 19 & 20    Fall: September 15 & 16.

Training days are as follows: 3/25 at Lawton’s Farm, 4/22 at Long Pond, 
5/13, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19, and lastly 9/09.  These dates are already posted on our 
web-site for reference, along with directions and the local weather report.
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BIRDS:  Rumor from most bird raisers or producers is that by mid-to-end of May, and certainly by 
early June, birds should become more readily available at various sources.  There MIGHT be a few 
quail available for the May Training Day, we shall see.  If we have any birds left over from the test, 
they may be made available for the June Training Day.  

Our order is in place for the Spring Test with the Batavia Supplier.  Although delivery has been pre-
arranged, if there was a volunteer to go and pick them up and get them to Larry Lawton’s, it would 
save the chapter quite a bit.  And the volunteer would be reimbursed for gas money.
Spring Test:  Dan Kremer, our Test Secretary, reports that we have roughly 15 Natural Ability appli-
cations in and 2 for Utility.  If you are still interested in testing your dog this Spring Season, contact 
Dan Kremers immediately to verify the status of the entries and how many more openings are avail-
able, we are getting max-full.  New members preparing for NA, please let us know what you may 
need to work on at Training Days, so we can help you.

Special Summer Seminar:  Discussions with Curt Fry continue in regards to hosting a special 
(possibly two-day) Training Seminar this summer.  As reported earlier, Curt is an Invitational Level 
NAVHDA judge, a professional trainer and handler and is an accomplished field trailer.  He has host-
ed seminars of this type for other chapters previously; these often serve as money-making ventures 
for the chapter.  We still need to wrap up a few details yet, but will report back as soon as possible.  
This would be in addition to our regularly scheduled training days.    

Product Review
For this month, we’ll cover Training Pistols.  Training pistols can be an invaluable tool for train-
ing dogs.  They are great for early exposure to gun-fire for puppies and then later they are used for 
“stopping to shot”, steadiness work and the “remain-by-blind” sequences we practice for the Utility 
Test.  The blanks used in the starter-pistols are considerable cheaper that the 12 gauge popper loads, 
and the pistol is easier to carry and manipulate while you are controlling your dog &/or the e-collar 
transmitter.  (You do not need a NY pistol permit to own or use one)

There are several models on the market to choose from.  They range in price from “wow that is a bit 
much” to “you’ve got to be kidding me, they don’t even shoot real bullets”.  Like everything else in 
life, you get what you pay for.  
  
The ammunition they use varies from what is called “crimps” or “blanks” in .22 caliber or .32 cali-
ber to #209 shot shell primers.  We like the 209’s because we usually always have a supply in the 
house (from reloading shot shells) and they are considerably cheaper than the crimps or blanks.  The 
crimps can run about $10 to $12 per 100, the blanks run $10 to $35 per 50, the primers run about 
$3.50 to $4.50 per 100.  The smaller 22 crimps can be fairly quiet, the blanks can be louder.  The 
209’s have a fairly sharp report.  Keep that in mind when using them.
The pistols can be purchased from a variety of on-line sources, such as Lion Country Supply, Dogs 
Unlimited, Gun Dog Supply – just to name a few.  We purchased the inexpensive 209 primer pistol 
from Lion Country several years ago ($70+ range).
 



It has held up well; but the one big complaint we have is that there is no cylinder pawl, so the cyl-
inder does not lock-up unless the hammer is drawn back for the shot.  What happens is, after a few 
shots when you put the pistol back in your pocket or holster, the cylinder will rotate freely and move 
off the last shot you hit – and many times the next shot is on a dead primer or two.  (The good news 
is they hold eight shots).  There is also considerable slop built into these inexpensive pistols.  The 
other day, Mel’s jammed when a primer started backing out of the cylinder after the shot.  We got it 
freed, but it prompted me to invest in one of those “You Gotta Be Kidding Me” Models.  This one is 
made by GunX.  They are American made, based on Charter Arms pistols, which have been making 
real pistols for many years.  This one is nicely machined, has a cylinder pawl, locks up like a vault, 
made of stainless steel (my girl’s favorite choice in pistols), with a nice bright orange grip.  So far, it 
has worked like a dream.  

A couple of our chapter members have what I believe are older H & R models.  They are still avail-
able on the market, if you look around, and they have been a very reliable starter pistol.  I don’t 
believe they are chambered in 209 primer, but you can get them in .22 caliber.  Most that I have 
seen load by pulling the cylinder pin all the way out and dropping the cylinder out in your hand then 
re-assembling after loading.  The newer models of starter pistols load as a traditional double-action 
revolver – the cylinder stays attached to the frame so you don’t have extra parts rolling around the 
field.  Another model that is popular with field trialers is from Alfa.  They are similar to the GunX, 
but a little less costly; typically they are blued with an orange grip.  
A lanyard is a good option to consider, to keep the thing from getting lost in the field, as well as a 
holster.  If you are in the market for a Training Pistol, ask around at training day to see a few models 
so you become familiar with the choices.

There has been discussion about putting together an informal sporting clays shoot, perhaps at Vernon 
National Shooting Preserve, sometime this summer.  If anyone is interested, please let us know.  Ver-
non is a great place to shoot, they have a wonderful course.  They have 14 fully automated stations; 
a variety of packages could be put together to suit what we all may be interested in.  Even if you are 
new to shot-gunning, it can be a great place to get started.  
Let us know if you are interested.  

Well, that’s all there is to report for now.    

We’ll see you at the May 13th Training Day at Long Pond.  

Don

   



April Training Day





Thanks to Dave for all the great pic-
tures! If anyone takes pictures at any 
NAVHDA event, please feel free to 
send them to jlp8@cornell.edu to be 
included in the next newsletter. 



Southern Tier of NY NAVHDA
Calendar of Events 2012

 

2012 Dates
March
March 25: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 22: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 13: Training Day at Long Pond
May 19-20: Spring Test

June
June 17: Training Day at Long Pond

July
July 15: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 19: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 9: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 15-16: Fall Test
Sept 20-23: Invitational

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2012 AKC Events for NY and PA

Hunt tests:

GSP Club of the Finger Lakes   5/5-6  Montour Falls , NY
GSP Club of Western NY 5/12-13  Darien, NY
Niagara Frontier Brittany Club 5/12-13  Darien, NY
Delaware Valley GWP Club 5/26-27  Weatherly, PA
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  10/6-7  Weatherly, PA

Field Trials: 
  
 Niagara Frontier Brittany Club 4/14  Polk, PA
 Kentucky Brittany Club  4/21  Polk, PA
 Brittany Club of Upper New York  4/21  Baldwinsville, NY 
 Pennsylvania Brittany Club 4/28  Polk, PA  
 Hudson Valley Brittany Club 5/5  Oxford, NY
 GSPCA    5/5  Ginter, PA
 Vizsla Club of Greater Cleveland  5/12  Polk, PA
 Anthracite Brittany Club  5/19  Weatherly, PA



NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.


