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Coming Events

March 25:
Training day at 
Lawton’s

April 22:
Training Day at
Long Pond

President’s Message:
We must have had the largest attendance at our annual game dinner & busi-
ness meeting in recent history.  I counted about 30 in attendance.  The food, 
as usual, was outstanding.  The quail egg-rolls and barbequed pulled goose 
was particularly noteworthy.  Thank you again to Snyder’s for hosting the 
event.  A recap of the business meeting is as follows:

Test dates are set and approved at – Spring: May 19 & 20 – Fall: September 
15 & 16.

Training days are as follows: 3/25 at Lawton’s Farm, 4/22 at Long Pond, 5/13, 
6/17, 7/15, 8/19, and lastly 9/09.  These dates are already posted on our web-
site for reference.  Grady Nash has volunteered to host an additional training 
day (or potential seminar) at his place, on a date to be determined.

Birds order is in place for the Spring Test with the Batavia Supplier.  At this 
point, delivery is included; however, if we had a volunteer to make the run on 
Friday 5/18 the chapter could save quite a bit on the delivery cost.  (I might 
be able to make the run)  The Fall bird order will be placed in May.  The bird 
order does not include ducks.  Tom Brougham is considering making a run for 
ducks in April; additional ducks may be obtained for those needing for Utility 
Training.  An order will be collected early in April.  

Dan Kremers has volunteered again this year to be Test Secretary.  He reports 
that we have about 5 Natural Ability applications in and at least 1 for Util-
ity.  Keep those test applications coming in.  New members preparing for NA, 
please let us know what you may need to work on at Training Days, so we 
can help you.

The Treasurer’s Report is that we have in excess of $3500 in the bank and so 
far all bills are up to date.  Membership dues are a bit down as of yet, but a lot 
of checks were turned in that evening.  Dick Mider also reports that the pro-
curement process of the Field Trial Permits and Permission to use Long Pond 
is well underway.  The process has been becoming more laborious of late 
– typical of our state’s wisdom.  (Thank you Dick for handling this!)  Discus-
sions were also held about game bird breeder’s permits and shooting preserve 
licenses. 
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The slate of officers remains the same this year as last…
President   Don Rottmann
Vice President  Michelle Bowen
Treasurer  Dick Mider
Secretary  Pam Menotti
Web-Master Mike Hubenthal
Newsletter  Jen Patterson
Test Secretary  Dan Kremers

The idea of holding an additional activity, training seminar or special event this year was brought up 
for discussion.  Last year we talked of bringing in Dan Burjan, a professional field trailer, for a one-
day seminar and possible barbeque.  Dan Kremers reports that this would cost $7,500 and the target 
attendance quantity desired was estimated at about 50 people.  That was deemed too expensive for 
the chapter.  Mike Hubenthal volunteered to contact a professional Pointer field trailer from the Erie 
PA area, Joe McCall, and see what he might offer.  A suggestion was made about Curt Frey, from 
the Pittsburgh area.  Curt is a NAVHDA judge, a professional trainer and handler and is an accom-
plished field trailer as well.  Larry Lawton volunteered to contact Curt to see if he may be offering 
seminars.  The general thinking is that it would be a good idea to bring in someone with new ideas 
and new approaches; maybe we could learn some different approaches to steadiness training.We will 
report back to the chapter as soon as we receive the information.  We will need to make a decision 
quickly to get something organized for this summer.  

After the meeting, Tim Lewis brought up another suggestion about a seminar on dog breeding and 
genetics.  I think this is a good idea, but we don’t know where to turn for resources on this topic.  If 
anyone has and ideas or suggestions, please send a note back. 

Suggestions were brought up for topics to cover at regular training days.  One was field first aid for 
our dogs, perhaps suggested items to carry in the field or in our first aid packs.  Another was get-
ting your dog out of traps.  Diane Krause mentioned that she would check with Judy Zeigler about 
putting a small presentation together about the first aid.  Judy is a vet tech and is very familiar with 
veterinarian processes.  I can bring in a few types of traps for those interested in gaining familiarity 
with them.  

New Topic

For something new, I thought maybe this year we would try a Product Review section in our news-
letters.  I have found them to be helpful when considering new dog training or hunting gadgets and 
whatnot. It is nice to know how something may or may not have worked for others.  Some items 
may not pique the interest of the more experienced members, but with the new members we have, 
something helpful might pop up.  If anyone has something to share, please send it in.
 



For the first issue, this one is a book that Santa brought for Mel.  (Yes, Santa does still visit our 
house; always has, always will.)  She has found it entertaining, informative and well written; maybe 
it would appeal to our NAVHDA ladies. The book is entitled Girl Hunter “Revolutionizing the Way 
We Eat One Hunt at a Time”, by Georgia Pellegrini.  The author is a classically trained chef and has 
worked in some renowned restaurants in NYC and France.  Along the line she developed an inter-
est in where some of the ingredients come from and decided to try hunting.  Each chapter is devoted 
to a hunting trip or particular experience pursuing specific game.  Her adventures have taken her to 
the South for doves and quail, javalina and wild boar to the mountains for elk.  She has also pur-
sued deer, turkeys, ducks, grouse, pheasant, rabbit and squirrel.  Each chapter concludes with a few 
recipes featuring the specific game hunted.  We have not tried any of the dishes, but they look pretty 
good.  The end of the book features various marinades, sauces, herb rubs, recipes for smoking meats 
and other such info.  An internet search should turn up places to order, if you are interested.

Upcoming Shoots

Dan Kremers sent along information concerning some potentially interesting clay shoots:
KADAT Sporting Clays Shoot         22 July, Sunday - KADAT Course Georgetown NY
Fall Outing / Shoot                           5 August, Sunday - Baldwinsville Rod & Gun Club

The KADAT shoot is on an official sporting clays course and features prize money and various 
classes.  Dan shot it 2 years ago, and in addition to the Lewis Classes, there was a .410/28 ga class 
and a SxS class, as well as the Open Class.  It is a fun time.  Costs are unknown at this time.  

The B’ville shoot is strictly non-competitive and a lot of fun.  A game diner is put on during the 
shoot and it is outstanding.  The targets are not as challenging as at KADAT.

There has also been talk of having a get-together at Vernon sometime this summer for an informal 
clay shoot.  If there is any interest, please let us know.

Well, that’s all there is to report for now.  I’ll leave you with a couple of reminders:

Please get those memberships in to Dick Mider.  Applications and information concerning this is on 
our web-site.  And, all members of the chapter are also to be members of the international organiza-
tion.  Please keep those current.

We’ll see you at the March 25th Training Day at Lawton’s.  Dress warm!  It can be very chilling 
there, even if it does forecast to be a mild day.

Don
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2012 Dates
March
March 25: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 22: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 13: Training Day at Long Pond
May 19-20: Spring Test

June
June 17: Training Day at Long Pond

July
July 15: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 19: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 9: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 15-16: Fall Test
Sept 20-23: Invitational

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2012 AKC Events for NY and PA

Hunt tests:

GSP Club of the Finger Lakes   5/5-6  Montour Falls , NY
GSP Club of Western NY 5/12-13  Darien, NY
Niagara Frontier Brittany Club 5/12-13  Darien, NY
Delaware Valley GWP Club 5/26-27  Weatherly, PA

Field Trials: 
  
  Niagara Frontier Brittany Club 4/14  Polk, PA
 Kentucky Brittany Club  4/21  Polk, PA
 Brittany Club of Upper New York  4/21  Baldwinsville, NY 
 Pennsylvania Brittany Club 4/28  Polk, PA  
 Hudson Valley Brittany Club 5/5  Oxford, NY
 GSPCA    5/5  Ginter, PA
 Vizsla Club of Greater Cleveland  5/12  Polk, PA
 Anthracite Brittany Club  5/19  Weatherly, PA



NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.


