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Coming Events

July 15:
Training Day at
Long Pond

August 19:
Training Day at
Long Pond

President’s Message:

We were very pleased to see several of our new members return to our June 
Training Day, right after their Natural Ability Test in May to continue their 
training.  All too often new folks drop away after testing NA, convinced they 
don’t need to go on.  Preparing for NA is not so much “training” as it is fa-
miliarizing your dog to the situations he will see in the test.  The real training 
starts right after NA.  It is the steadiness training and retrieving skills that re-
ally make a special hunting dog.  It doesn’t mean you have to continue testing 
at upper levels, by why not continue training your new dog?  There is a lot to 
learn.  Even our most experienced members learn with every new dog they 
acquire. 

Larry gave a “force-fetch” training lesson for a good part of the day.  We want 
to encourage each of you to stick with it.  It can be a daunting task.  It can 
seem like you will never see the end of it.  Don’t get discouraged.  I think it is 
one of the more difficult tasks to work through.  Sometimes it can seem like 
you are being mean to your dog and turning him off.  But if you push through, 
we can promise you will have a stronger bond with your dog than you thought 
you had before.  And actually, after you get through the real tough parts, your 
dog will general love the work.

We do still have some shirts and hats left from our spring order.  Please see 
Michele Bowen at the next training day.  We have some new colors to choose 
from.  

Test dates:  Spring: May 19 & 20     Fall: September 15 & 16.
Training days are as follows: 3/25 at Lawton’s Farm, 4/22 at Long Pond, 
5/13, 6/17, 7/15, 8/19, and lastly 9/09.   These dates are already posted on our 
web-site for reference, along with directions and the local weather report.

BIRDS:  There should be few chukar left over from the test.  These may be 
made available, at cost, for chapter training days.  Quail and chukar should 
be becoming more readily available from the usual suppliers as we approach 
June and July. 
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 Fall Test:  Dan Kremers, our Test Secretary, reports that we have ONE opening for Natural 
Ability.  Utility dogs, at this point are being placed on a waiting list.  Do not despair if you end 
up on the waiting list.  Most generally there is some shuffling around as the test date draws 
near.  Sometimes folks will enter in other tests and then back out of later ones if and when they 
receive a decent score.  You can also check your VHD magazine for other tests nearby if you 
want to enter.  

Special Summer Seminar:  We still do not have any resolution on the Curt Fry Seminar.  We 
are considering trying to lock Curt down to a specific date next summer and foregoing it for 
this year.      

Other Dog News:
We are pleased to report, that Jen Patterson & Max are continuing on their way to a CDX 
Obedience Title. They have 2 of the necessary 3 legs for the title. 
AND, well, it is not dog news, BUT Grady and Bree Nash are the proud parents of a bouncing 
baby girl named Kate!  

Product Review:
This month we’ll identify some various collars and devices you can use with training “heel”.
Some dogs need a stronger reminder that they need to walk calmly at your side.  If the stan-
dard flat collar is not getting their attention, you may need one or more of these tools.  Some of 
you may be familiar with the pronged pinch collar.  They are a ring of double prongs linked to-
gether like a chain, but they cannot close in like a typical chain choke collar.  The prongs cam 
together pinching the dog’s skin, but it does not choke the dog.  Choke chains can be poten-
tially damaging to the throat of a high-energy dog.  Some of our members use a “spike collar”.  
This is a leather strap collar with flattened off spikes coming through the other side that poke 
and pinch in a similar fashion as the above mentioned pinch collar.  Another option is what is 
called the “wonder string” or “command lead”.  It was developed by Delmar Smith, a profes-
sional trainer and trialer.  It is a very stiff, thin, rope-like lead with a slip end that fits right up 
behind the dog’s ears.  It acts upon the nerves there and keeps the dog in line.  
The e-collar may also be used.  However, it is imperative that (1) the dogs should understand 
the “heel” command first, by training with traditional means, and (2) the dog fully under-
stands how to turn off the stimulation by compliance.  The e-collar is best used for reinforcing 
an already understood command.  

That’s all there is to report for now.    
We’ll see you at the July 15th Training Day at Long Pond.  

Don
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2012 Dates
March
March 25: Training Day
         Lawton’s Farm

April
April 22: Training Day at Long Pond

May
May 13: Training Day at Long Pond
May 19-20: Spring Test

June
June 17: Training Day at Long Pond

July
July 15: Training Day at Long Pond

August
Aug 19: Training Day at Long Pond

September
Sept 9: Training Day at Long Pond
Sept 15-16: Fall Test
Sept 20-23: Invitational

* All training days start at 9:00am unless
   otherwise noted. 
  Tests start at 7:00 at Greene Rod &
  Gun Club. 

2012 AKC Events for NY and PA

Hunt tests:
Anthracite Brittany Club  9/22-23  Weatherly, PA
Vizsla Club of Greater New York  10/6-7  Weatherly, PA
GSP Club of the FInger Lakes 11/3-4  Montour Falls, NY

Field Trials: 
  Weim Club of Greater Cleavland 9/29  Polk, PA
 



NAVHDA Sponsors
Above are several organizations that sponsor NAVHDA.
We encourage you to support them whenever possible. 

Southern Tier of New York NAVHDA Chapter

We were certified as Southern Tier of New York Chapter of the North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association 
(NAVHDA) on January 18, 1985. NAVHDA is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to foster, promote and im-
prove the versatile hunting dog breeds in North America; to conserve game by using well trained, reliable dogs 
before and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of curelty to animals by discouraging nonselective and uncon-
trolled breeding which produces unwanted and uncared for dogs. Many members have contributed to the success 
of this chapter and we thank them for their efforts. At the Southern Tier Chapter we strive to help members become 
confident, capable trainers with the goal of developing excellent versatile hunting dogs. We also emphasize fun, 
camaraderie and value the lasting friendships made along the way.




