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After what seemed like forever, the Clyde Vetter Clinic was held at the Snyder Training Grounds in ideal weather for August.  Thank you to the entire Snyder family for providing the perfect setting for a unique training opportunity.  Also thank you to Dave Molyneaux for supplying the pigeons and the auto backer.  Thank you to all of the club members who pitched in and provided support help for Clyde who kept us hopping.
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Saturday morning was the shakedown cruise where Clyde sat us down in front of the training table Tom Snyder made and went to work using our dogs as demo models.  He used the interactive method always challenging the audience as to what they saw and thought happened during force breaking using the ear pinch method and training articles of various sizes. We started with the proper method of introducing hold and carry, then progressed to the ear pinch as an over lay to the hold and carry that the dogs learned.  The dog was supposed to associate that they were able to turn off the ear pinch by quickly moving out and picking up the article.  Clyde told us in no uncertain terms that he disliked chain collars (for the metal chop shop), long leads (including Jager), check cords and bells.  He used a short, 16 inch lead with a lock snap for most of his table work and substituted a three foot lead made from climbing rope for some of the healing drills.  All other leads were too long and cumbersome and interfered with the proper timing of the correction.  He also liked to keep things simple by not saying a lot to the dogs to keep from confusing them.  Sit meant sit and stay, come was for recall and the dog’s name was for a 180-degree change in direction.  No whistles, no bells either.  We all tended to give a lot of commands that the dogs either blew off or did not do exactly what we asked of them. 

Saturday afternoon saw the introduction of the e-collar as an overlay to something familiar to the dogs: entering a portable kennel.  The dogs were supposed to understand the kennel command already.  The e-collar was there to get the dogs used to the fact that the stimulus could be turned off by entering the kennel.  This provided the foundation for using the e-collar for the fetch and hold sequence for Sunday.  

Sunday morning brought us back to the table for introduction of the e-collar to the fetch and hold sequence.  We learned about shopping: the dog is told to fetch and must do so by going to a pile of assorted articles and immediately get one and not pause to check out all of the items on the ground.  The dog should be focused on one item from the start.  From there, we went to the water sequence for retrieving to a V using rope guides on the sides.  There was a pile of articles around a flag at the water’s edge.  The dog was given the fetch command and various levels of electric stimulation to accomplish the task.  The dog had to return immediately within the rope barriers that prevented circular returns.  After this, we switched gears and introduced puppies to the water.  

Sunday afternoon got us into the fields with the younger dogs to demonstrate steadiness issues.  Clyde used the traps and the auto backer for this sequence as well as some live fire.  Although it was hot on the hillside, we got a good idea of what he was trying to accomplish.  

Clyde could not stress enough how important it was to introduce our dogs to birds at an early age: at least by eight to ten weeks.  He frequently works the dogs over twenty or thirty birds a day multiple days of the week as the dogs grow up.  He feels that by fifteen to eighteen months, most of the training should be at the utility level if you have done your homework.    He stressed that it takes birds to make a bird dog.  His bird bill for one season ran to twenty-two thousand dollars.  When the dogs are not worked over birds, they are doing other drills on the off days.  Clyde felt that there was a window of opportunity for the dogs as they grew up.  If you delayed their training for any reason, the window closes and you are always struggling to catch up.  He also stressed that you should not waste your time on dogs that could not handle the training pressure and move on to another dog.  

On a personal note, Quill was one of the demo dogs and I learned a lot through this experience.   He had several issues with Clyde as a handler, but as a result I believe I learned how I could become a better handler to bring Quill to a higher level of readiness for the field.   
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There was a lot of material covered in a short period of time.  Sometimes it was overwhelming.  What it showed us as a chapter was there is a lot of work yet to be done.  We have the expertise within this chapter to get the job done provided we as handlers do our homework and train on days other than our scheduled training day weekends.  Clyde Vetter opened a door for us, and it is up to us to decide whether or not we go through that door to develop ourselves and our dogs to the highest degree possible.      

